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Coupons for brand name prescriptions seem like a 
good value—they make expensive medications seem 
affordable. But, as with anything that appears too 
good to be true, there is always a catch. And so it is 
with pharmaceutical coupons.

If you regularly take a drug or are about to begin 
one that has a coupon program, Consumer Reports 
suggests you consider the following:

§ While coupons might make brand-name 
drugs cheaper, significantly less-expensive 
generic equivalents may be available and 
are just as effective and as safe as their 
brand-name counterparts.
§ Manufacturer-issued coupons are typically 

only available for a limited supply of the 
drug. When the program expires, you may 
have to pay full retail or a much higher copay 
or deductible/coinsurance to continue using 
the brand name drug.

§ Many coupons state that you cannot use 
them unless you have health insurance. 
Coupon promotions are designed to sell 
expensive drugs instead of lower-cost 
alternatives. They are not designed to help 
uninsured patients pay for medications.
§ Coupons are illegal under Medicare or any 

other federal program such as the Veterans 
Administration or Medicaid because they 
violate the federal anti-kickback statute.

Remember, there are hundreds of af fordable 
alternatives for most conditions. Before starting a 
brand-name coupon program, ask your doctor or 
pharmacist about comparable generics. Also, when 
using a pharmaceutical coupon, only the amount you 
actually pay for the medication will be applied to your 
deductible and out-of-pocket maximum.

Coupon Clippers 
Rejoice?

The Cost of Coupons
You may feel good about a $15 copay for Glumetza, a name-brand drug that treats type 2 diabetes. 
Glumetza retails at about $1,600 for a one-month supply. However, generic options actually work 
as well. Metformin, for example, is less than $12 per month, and can be found on the discount 
generic drug lists of many chain pharmacies for as little as $4. Suddenly the $15 coupon bargain 
does not seem so good.

About Generic Drugs
The safety and quality of generic drugs is highly regulated. Each generic drug has been approved 
by the FDA to have the same active drug ingredient, and shown to have the same biological action 
as its equivalent brand-name drug.


